
25 Beautiful Homes holds 

a unique position in the UK 

market. From its very first issue, 

published more than 10 years 

ago, it has always delivered  

on its promise of featuring  

real-life homes that inspire.

The magazine speaks to affluent readers countrywide who are 

passionate about their homes. They love the magazine because 

the houses feel real to them – aspirational yes, but always 

achievable. They see the magazine as escapism, inspiration 

and a source of decorating ideas that they can use to create 

their own beautiful home.

deborah barker, editor in chief

LAUNCH DATE 1998
NUMBER OF ISSUES 12 PER YEAR
CIRCULATION 104,114 (+1.2% p-o-p) 
ADULT READERSHIP *407,000 
(+3.04% p-o-p)
FEMALE READERSHIP 309,000
MALE/FEMALE RATIO 22/78
MEDIAN AGE 48

SOCIAL CLASS PROFILE 
ABC1 ADULTS 35-54
AB 149,000 (38%)
ABC1 274,000 (70%)
2nd biggest-selling traditional homes 
magazine on the newsstand 
4th biggest-selling magazine  
across the homes sector

FACTS & FIGURES

*Source: NRS July-Dec 2009



What makes  
25 Beautiful 

Homes unique
n It is the only magazine to  

deliver such a broad spectrum  

of homes full of inspiring ideas  

for a passionate readership.

n Through its featured homes,  

the magazine showcases  

every interior design style,  

from contemporary to country  

and high-end to high street.

n We show unparalleled levels  

of furnishings in situ, including  

product information.

n We allow our readers to dream.

25beautifulhomes.com25beautifulhomes.com

Unique New York home

Interior designer Bettina Routh, her husband 
John, who runs a building company, and their 
children Max, Annaliesa and Caroline, plus 
Hudson the golden retriever

 ‘During the week we live 
in a four-bedroom home in Connecticut,’ 

says Bettina. ‘Rather than trade up to a bigger house for 
 a growing family, we opted for a second home with all 
 the space in the world.’

Lakeside cabin in upstate New York
 Sitting room, dining room, kitchen, sunroom,  

five bedrooms (two en suite), four bathrooms, boot room
2001

Natural selection

 Bettina and John love to  
come down to the lake to watch the  

mist moving across the water. 
The Steamer chair, £295, John  

Lewis (08456 049049, johnlewis.com) is 
similar in style to these . 

Camp Chilkoot is available for holiday 
rentals through Gillis Realty (001  

877 602 1889, gillisrealty.com) 

FEATURE AND PHOTOGRAPHY

Create an ambience to  
suit your mood with this 
LivingColors LED floor lamp  
from Philips (0845 601 1283, 
philips.co.uk). By simply 
adjusting a remote control, 
you can display an almost 
infinite variety of colours, 
whether it’s a sunshine yellow 
for a grey day or a pale green 
to relax you. The lamp comes 
in two sizes – small, £225, 
and large, £249 – while the 
lights themselves are 
available for £119.

NEWS

‘Our signature style is for chic, understated pieces that will 
complement both modern and classic interiors’

ALSOHOME.COM

Bespoke home-furnishings outlet Yukari Sweeney 
Design (07734 728153, yukarisweeneydesign.com) 
fuses Oriental patterns with British sensibilities. 
Part of Yukari’s Lost and Found collection, this Baby 
Bird drum lampshade comes in three sizes, from £71. 

Chesney’s (020 7627 1410, chesneys.co.uk) has recently launched a pair of striking decorative  
fire screens, designed in collaboration with interiors specialist John Stefanidis. Shown above is 
the Black Walnut screen, fitted with a panel of Stephanidis’s Gonfaloniere fabric, £752.50, 
while the Zebrano wood design is teamed with Bokhara fabric and is priced at £632.50.

Fireside alliance

For great Christmas subscription offers, visit 25beautifulhomes.com
25beautifulhomes.com

INTERIOR SOLUTIONS

A Ginger jars are still a perennial favourite for traditional 
interiors. A dream website for anyone wanting this 

style of china is Lovers of Blue & White (01763 853800, 
blueandwhite.com), which sells both new 
and vintage blue-and-white pieces and 
offers numerous ginger jars. This 
Staffordshire-made Sadler Onion jar 
(shown right), £40, dates to circa 1940. 
For reproduction pieces, Altfield (020 
7351 5893, altfield.com) stocks ginger 
jars in varying Oriental designs, with 
prices starting at £150. 

A There are a host of well-known manufacturers who stock these vintage-
style floral prints. Sanderson (0844 543 9500, sanderson-uk.com) offers a 

lovely faded linen called Abingdon (DCOUAB204, shown right), priced at  
£42 per metre. Meanwhile, Welsh company Elanbach (01874 754631, elanbach.
com) has a very pretty Old Radnor print (1308-2, shown below, left), which 
comes in four types of fabric, starting at £24.47 per metre for the cotton satin 
version. Another great source for blowsy florals is Jean Monro (020 7259 7281, 
jeanmonro.com); among its extensive range of traditional English handblock-
printed cotton chintz fabrics is Camilla (JM1040, shown below, right in  
pink/green), which costs £61.80 per metre. 

A This is the perfect time   
of year to be thinking 

about snuggling up with a 
cosy throw, and a faux-fur 
version is a particularly luxurious 
choice. Among the selection available at 
John Lewis (08456 049049, johnlewis.com) is this Nordic faux-fur throw 
(shown above, right), 145 x 200cm, £88. Meanwhile, website Fauxfurthrows.
com (0845 226 8232) has an impressive collection of sumptuous designs on 
offer, including a Tuscan Wolf throw, 150 x 175cm, priced at £90.95. 

For great Christmas subscription offers, visit 

25beautifulhomes.com25beautifulhomes.com

 ‘We wanted the sofa to be  
really comfortable and practical – somewhere that we 

could put our feet up and relax,’ says Stephanie. 
, £3,159; 

, £399.95, both Ideas  
in Furniture (028 9127 0466, ideas-furniture.co.uk). 

Similar plasma , TX-P50G10, around £999, 
Panasonic (0844 844 3852, panasonic.co.uk). 

House remodelled by Alan Jones Architects  
(028 9447 8058, jonesarchitects.com)

Stephanie Conway, a dental therapist,  
and her husband Ciaran, who is a teacher

 ‘This is our third place 
together,’ says Stephanie. ‘The others  
– a modest terrace and then a three-
bedroom semi – were also in Belfast.’

Detached 1930s villa in Belfast
Hall, sitting/dining room/kitchen, drawing room, 

utility room, cloakroom, four bedrooms  
(one en suite), bathroom   2005

morning when rain started to leak through. Then, to top it all, we 
managed to get locked in the bedroom when the door handle fell off.’ 

Because of the uncomfortable conditions, the couple pushed ahead 
with the reconfiguration of the property. Working alongside architect 
Alan Jones, they drew up plans to remodel the villa by building a new 
garage to one side, with a fourth bedroom and en suite above. 
Meanwhile, at the rear, a single-storey extension would run the full width 
of the structure and incorporate an ultramodern, open-plan living area 
with a glazed wall overlooking the garden. This would leave the old 
sitting room as a formal drawing room. To bring this space – and the 

rest of the original building – up to date, a new damp-proof course had 
to be installed, the house was rewired and replumbed and the roof 
repaired. ‘While we were waiting for planning approval, we asked 11 
builders to submit prices for the work,’ Stephanie says. ‘Then, after 
deliberating over their quotes, we decided not to go for the cheapest, but 
one that had been personally recommended to us.’ 

Retaining the 1930s façade was also an important consideration. 
‘We were conscious of the street’s overall style, and wanted to keep the 
villa’s appearance sympathetic to the neighbouring houses,’ says 
Stephanie. To achieve this, the Conways kept the roof tiles from the 

Modern Belfast home

 The couple furnished this area in an 
informal fashion: ‘We thought the bench served this 

purpose really well, and you can always squeeze  
an extra guest on there, too!’ says Stephanie.

, £1,299; 
, £299.95 each; , £699,  

all Ideas in Furniture. Similar  of  
John Lennon and the Beatles, £3.99, are available  

at Liverpoolshop.com (0151 324 5040)  

When Ciaran Conway faced a lengthy 
spell of convalescence after undergoing 
knee surgery, he put his time to good use. 
‘There’s only so much daytime TV a man 
can take,’ recalls Ciaran’s wife Stephanie, 
‘so he kept himself busy by surfing various 
property websites. One day I came home 

from work to find he’d set up a viewing to see this place.
‘Although we’d modernised our old semi, we hadn’t thought about 

another renovation,’ Stephanie continues. ‘But as soon as Ciaran spotted 

the villa, he knew it would make a great project. It was in a prime 
location in Belfast, but it was totally run-down. Stripping the place back 
would give us an ideal blank canvas on which to introduce our ideas.’

Having made a successful offer for the villa, the Conways were keen 
to bring it up to scratch. However, once they were living in the house, 
both Stephanie, and the still-hobbling Ciaran, realised they would have 
to watch their step. ‘The floorboards were rotten in places so you had to 
be careful where you walked or you’d end up in the foundations,’ says 
Stephanie. ‘The roof was also in a far worse state than we’d thought. 
This became apparent after we’d had to move our bed at five in the 

BEST BUY ‘We  found the portraits 
of  John Lennon while we were 

on honeymoon in Thailand’

IRISH SPECIAL

25beautifulhomes.com25beautifulhomes.com

Elegant London home

 With its 
built-in wine rack and copious workspace, 
the peninsula is the functional hub of the 
room, while its raised edge screens the 
preparation area from guests at the table.

, £399; , £119 
each, all The Chair Company (020 7371 
8271, thechair.co.uk). 

, price on application, 
Whitton Wood Designs (020 8891 6639)

Melissa Dho, a design 
advisor, her husband 
Jonathan, a banker,  
and their daughter  
Katie, plus Maggie the 
West Highland terrier

 ‘When we were first 
married, we lived in a two-bedroom flat  
in Surrey,’ says Melissa. ‘We then rented  
apartments in Chicago and New York, 
before returning to the UK and buying  
a three-bedroom flat in west London.’

 Victorian terrace  
in southwest London

 Hall, sitting room, family room, 
kitchen/dining room, cloakroom, five 
bedrooms (two en suite), dressing room, 
bathroom   2001
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FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY

ears of renting apartments had taken their toll on Melissa and 
Jonathan Dho. ‘Living in a flat and living in a house are two very 
different experiences,’ says Melissa, who had grown tired of the 
noise made by their various upstairs and downstairs neighbours, 

and wanted space for a dog – as well as a nursery for their soon-to-
arrive daughter Katie. So the search was on to find a multi-level 
property in the couple’s preferred location of southwest London.

Of all the possible homes they viewed, a half-renovated Victorian 
townhouse came out on top. ‘It was in a great spot, but the building was 

little more than a shell,’ Melissa recalls. ‘A developer had been converting 
it from flats back into a house, but stopped halfway through. Nothing 
was finished, although there was lots of potential to impose our style 
and the side return was crying out to be filled with a kitchen extension.’ 

It was too good a chance to miss, and Melissa and Jonathan were 
soon the proud owners of the three-storey house. But before they could 
move in, they had one more year of apartment life to endure while the 
renovations took place. ‘Luckily, some friends of ours had moved to 
Paris and agreed to rent out their London flat to us,’ says Melissa, who 
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Elegant Cheshire home

Renee and Brian Gill,  
who are both retired

 ‘Our last place 
was a detached bungalow with 
an acre of garden, about 10 
miles away,’ says Renee.

 Victorian 
double-fronted semi in 
Cheshire, built in 1852

 Hall, sitting room, dining room, kitchen/
breakfast room, cloakroom, four bedrooms  
(one en suite), shower room   2008

CALMING 
EFFECT

renee and brian gill may have bought 
their victorian semi in a hurry, but 
the couple are in no rush to leave 

FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY

 A hint of 
animal print livens up Renee’s 
cool and classical scheme. 
Duresta’s Horatio design, 
£3,800, Partington Wray 
(0161 928 3616, partington 
wray.co.uk) is a comparable 
oversized . 

, £800 each, 
Laura Ashley (0871 230  
2301, lauraashley.com). 
Overmantels (020 7223 8151, 
mirrors.co.uk) sells similar 

 The couple brought 
the distinctive console table 
and fan-shaped mirror with 
them from their last house.  

, £37.30 per sq m, Wet 
Bathrooms (0161 962 5753, 
wetbathrooms.co.uk)
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The readers  
of 25 Beautiful 

homes
We have a loyal community  

of readers who

n share a common love of decorating.

n love shopping for luxurious  

branded products.

n are affluent and nationwide.

n enjoy a household income  

38% above the national average.

n 87% of readers do not read  

House & Garden.

Wealthy 
Achievers
With successful 
careers and extensive 
investments, they value 
their home time

Affluent Families
Living in prosperous suburban  
areas, they enjoy socialising  
with friends and family 

Young Retirees
Having guaranteed income 
and active lifestyles, they like 
keeping in touch with trends

Country 
Professionals

Well-educated commuters living in 
beautiful and exclusive surroundings



Upmarket  
ABC1 Women ‘We have always found 25 Beautiful Homes an excellent medium for 

our advertising. It has consistently generated quality sales leads 
and helped to build the Chesney’s brand. The magazine always 

looks good and our advertising sits very comfortably in it.’
Paul Chesney, Managing Director, Chesney’s

‘25 Beautiful Homes is a publication in which we have a consistent 
advertising presence. The magazine generates the quality of 
enquiries we are looking for, as it clearly targets an affluent 

audience who are actively improving their homes.’
Sarah Flannigan, Sales & Customer Service Director, David Salisbury 

‘25 Beautiful Homes is an integral part of our media schedule, 
showcasing, as it does, real people who are passionate about  

their homes.  With a mature ABC1 readership, it reaches  
our typical carpet buyer.’

Rupert Anton, Marketing Director, The Carpet Foundation

‘Matki have always been extremely happy with the response, 
feedback and the enquiries we have received from 25 Beautiful 

Homes. Indeed, we would have no hesitation in recommending this 
title to companies within the home-interest sector and believe in 

the value of advertising in it; it is a very positive investment.’
Francis Cunild, Managing Director, Matki

‘We have used 25 Beautiful Homes as part of our core advertising 
schedule for many years and have always been very satisfied  

with the level of response and quality of enquiries we have  
gained. Indeed, we have increased volume in recent years  
and consequently highly recommend this title to similar  

companies within the home-interest sector.’
Barney Bell, General & Marketing Manager, Chalon UK 

Testimonials
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National rates 
n DPS			   £11,100
n Whole page		  £5,500
n Front half page	 £6,400 
n Front third page	 £6,660
n Half page		  £3,730
n Quarter page		  £2,240
n RH page 10% premium, named 
positions on request

For National enquiries, please contact 
Kate Bragazzi (020 31487627

kate_bragazzi@ipcmedia.com)

For Regional enquiries, please contact 
Shelagh Bridge (0161 872 2148; 

shelagh_bridge@ipcmedia.com)

For London enquiries, please contact 
Simon Hemsley (020 3148 7633; 
simon_hemsley@ipcmedia.com)

For International enquiries, please contact 
Carol Bunce (020 3148 7620; 
carol_bunce@ipcmedia.com)

For Solutions enquiries, please contact 
Sue Valentine (020 3148 7630; 
sue_valentine@ipcmedia.com)

For Production enquiries, please contact 
Nigel King (020 3148 5447; 
nigel_king@ipcmedia.com)

Size and position rates Contacts

full page HAlf page
vertical

half page 
horizontal

quarter 
page

trim 289 x 215 289 x 105 147 x 215

Bleed 295 x 221 295 x 111 148 x 221

type 262 x 189 262 x 92 129 x 189 129 x 92

FEB MARCH APRIL MAY JUN JUL

COPY 1 DEC 7 JAN 2 FEB 2 MAR 8 APRIL 4 MAY

ON SALE 7 JAN 4 FEB 4 MAR 1 APR 6 MAY 3 JUN

AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN-08

COPY 11 JUN 8 JUL 4 AUG 2 SEP 6 OCT 4 NOV

ON SALE 8 JUL 5 AUG 2 SEP 30 SEP 4 NOV 2 DEC

Covers
n Outside back     £7,770
n IFC DPS	   £15,540
n IBC		    £7,215

London section
n DPS		    £6,720
n Whole page	   £3,360
n Half page	   £1,870
n Quarter page	   £985

Specs

Deadlines 2010


